
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Wednesday, 19 May 2010] 

 p2915b-2916a 
Mr Fran Logan; Dr Graham Jacobs 

 [1] 

DIRECTOR GENERAL OF DEPARTMENT OF WATER — EMPLOYMENT TERMINATION 

217. Mr F.M. LOGAN to the Minister for Water: 

I refer to the minister’s earlier non-explanation for removing Kim Taylor as Director General of the Department 
of Water. Where precisely did Mr Taylor fail to deliver in his position as director general?  

Dr G.G. JACOBS replied: 

I thank the member for Cockburn for his question. It is very right that we had the discussion earlier on this very 
issue. There is some suggestion on the other side of the house that this process has been corrupted, was done on a 
whim, was ill-considered and had not involved other parties. It had involved Mr Taylor, the Public Sector 
Commissioner, and the Premier. There were many discussions with Mr Taylor about the issue that I had.  

Mr E.S. Ripper: Which issue was that? 

Dr G.G. JACOBS: If the member for Cockburn would like an explanation, let me explain as best I can. 

Mr F.M. Logan: I think the whole house wants an explanation, minister! 

Dr G.G. JACOBS: It is about matching a skill set to provide the leadership and the ability to solve issues into 
the future for water law reform in Western Australia.  

Mr F.M. Logan: If that’s true, you should have been sacked a long time ago! 

Dr G.G. JACOBS: It was because we are matching the skill set with what we need to do with water reform into 
the future in Western Australia.  

Mr E.S. Ripper: What precisely were the gaps in his performance? 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Dr G.G. JACOBS: Water reform in Western Australia involves many issues, and the member knows that. But 
the essence of it is that there has been a breakdown in the relationship and the ability of that skill set to deliver 
true water reform in Western Australia. 

Several members interjected. 

Dr G.G. JACOBS: I have no issue with the director general; I get on, personally, very well with Mr Taylor. I 
have no issue.  

Mr F.M. Logan: You sacked him; what do you mean you have no issue with him?  

Several members interjected.  

Dr G.G. JACOBS: And it is not about the fact that he has been in the public service for many years—I 
recognise all that! I recognise all the good work he has done previously, but this was about matching that skill set 
for the reform that we need in water in Western Australia. I, as the minister, have the responsibility to make sure 
that that skill set is matched so that we deliver true water reform in Western Australia. 
 


